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Music and historic books throughout a specific period of time in most cases complement each other. The diverse genres of music such as rock, R&BS, and rap are a chronicle of historical events of sports, entertainment and political events that take place during a particular time period. Artists in most cases express their opinions about the events through their music and how the events manipulate the mood of the country. At the beginning of the 1980s, the issue of drug use and trafficking in the US was starting to be exposed. It was then that the public started to realize the implications of drug use which intensified their concern about the issue. The emergence and penetration of cocaine into the inner cities of the country such as Reinarman and Levine intensified the fear that forced people to seek solutions to the situation. The emergence of cocaine decreased the demand for other drugs such as marijuana as noted between 1979 and 1982 the period before the war against drugs was enacted (Paley, 2014). 
    The rise of Ronald Reagan and his administration into power in 1981 was of great impact on the drug issue as it made the war against drug a policy priority something that had never been done before. Reagan implemented the war against drug as a response to many public concerns that needed to be addressed. Such an action meant a change in the overall American culture for the better. The fight against drug use was never easy but it altered the US drug policy. (Alliance, 2014). The effect of the policy was felt in many dimensions from the America politics, justice systems, education, law enforcement and the overall American Culture. The Reagan administration heavily impacted the American drug policy. It was during this period that most of the American drug laws and policies were changed. During the same period, the political attitude in America changed mainly due to the reduced fear of drug crimes (Paley, 2014). 
Although the problem was not recognized as a major issue at the time, the rise of the Reagan administration to power established a war against drugs to ensure all that was covered was exposed and eliminated. As a result, many areas that led in poverty levels suffered more as this was mostly the source of their income. Massive complains and suffering emerged from both the punk and rap community. As a result, people started to protest and as MTV begun to become popular, musicians composed protesting songs that expressed the situation at that particular period (Paley, 2014). 
The Reagan era was faced with a lot of protest music that expressed the dissatisfaction of the public on Reagan governance who according to many inspires most of today’s non-considerate conservative politicians (Rossinow, 2015). Here is a reflection of how these historic events unfold in the art of music.
Racial politics and police brutality led to the rise of the legendary group N.W.A during Reagan ruling. This group was formed by five teens in 1986. The five individuals came together and strived to make life happen in the midst of intense police brutality which was rampant during that period. The rise of the group is documented by a biopic known as Straight Outta Compton. This documentation emerged at a perfect time when racial politics and police brutality were at the peak and followed a year after a nineteen-year-old Michael brown was brutally killed by a police officer (Rossinow, 2015). 
For many decades hip hop has been used to express and reflect life happenings especially for black Americans. This was no exception in the 1980s when rap music was the community’s media house used to convey the concerns and issues of the black people. According to the Straight Outta Compton film, N.W.A believed that their art was a reflection of what was happening in real life. According to Ice Cube, one of the five teens their music generally narrowed to what they were experiencing as American citizens. According to Ice, he is a journalist who honestly reports about his community better than any other media (Green, 2015).
    “Fuck the Police” is a song written by the group after a rough encounter with the police. The song emerges after Eazy-E and his mother are mistreated by the police something that triggers an idea of investing in music using his drug money. After a short while, all the five members are confronted by the police at their music recording studios although their manager saves them by assuring the police of their presence in that studio. After the encounter, the group produces the “fuck the police” track which makes them famous all over the world. They perform the song through a number of tours and despite the government attempts to stop them they do not stop. They are arrested for threatening national legal policies. However, this inspires other groups who are not happy with the situation. The song was a reflection of the American lives at the time; many Americans had had such encounters with the police but were unable to express their feelings. The song demonstrates the sufferings the American people were encountering with the police and also expressed their quest for justice (Green, 2015).
The blacks in America were the founders of Hip-Hop in the early 1980’s. Rappers such as Run DMC, Sugarhill Gang, and Grandmaster Flash were the first producers of rap music before the emergence of the N.W.A group who made the music genre more clear and famous. N.W.A mainly focused on the brutal lifestyle of Americans as a result of the brutal drug policies and police violence. In their song “Straight Outta Compton”, N.W.A maximally makes use of graphics and anti-drug rule establishment lyrics which resulted in massive media criticism and increased the popularity of these young individuals who utilized rap as a way of controlling the American culture. 
Rap as a genre of music was unique during this period because of the way it expressed the real-life experiences of people as they hustled out of poverty that existed during the Reagan era. Just as the music and subject of the matter that focused on the aspect of hustle were important, it was equally important for rappers to be real (Rossinow, 2015). Rap music was a tool utilized by young men and women to express their survival struggles that existed in the 80s and how they emerged untouched against all odds. Rap music was and is a reflection of how people arise and fight all odds to acquire the American dream which forms part of the American culture (Green, 2015).
Due to many life experiences and struggles many rappers sort to improve their living standards by trafficking drugs in inner cities. Most of them formed gangs for security purposes while others sort to hustle solely as the real drug dealers for survival purposes. Eazy-E, Ice Cube and Jay-Z were among the actual drug dealers in 1980s. Although most of the rappers were not drug dealers a good number of them undertook this hustle to escape police brutality, the epidemic of cracks in the society and gang culture (Green, 2015).
The structure of the rap industry also significantly reflected the hustle mentality.  Several factors such as racism and many restrictions created a barrier for many rappers to participate in big records leaving them with no choice than creating their own paths to thrive. For instance Eazy-E a member of N.W.A and a former drug dealer produced a record label about Compton. Another example is Jay-Z who also was a drug dealer before his music investment. He also produced Co-created Roc-A-Fella Records after several rejections for major labels (Rossinow, 2015).
Rap music described many experiences of the American people and as a corporate art form, it helped describe the story of the Americans and the inner cities in the 1980s. Before the American people had no tool of telling their issues, they had no economic power and had little or no political influence. For over 20 years the Reagan was in power the American communities were still struggling to dismiss the political and economic obstructions resulting from racism during the Reagan reign. Although many of the Americans were favored by Reagan ruling the poor minority groups were steadily trapped and were silently suffering. After sometime rap music exposed or the hypocrisy and brutal experiences that these individuals were facing unapologetically (Green, 2015).
Many poor minority communities were featured in a lot of rap music. However, other communities not mentioned in this music genre were also victims of economic deterioration despite improvements during the Reagan Recovery. During the 1980s most of the African-Americans in the inner American cities were experiencing total economic devastations which led to poor infrastructure, high levels of unemployment and drug and crime epidemics. Although economic authorities tried to shift jobs and capital from the inner cities, those that were left suffered from the ideology that described an individual’s laziness as the source of poverty. (Alliance, 2014).
From the victimized inner city a new cultural movement: Hip-Hop emerged which initially was viewed as a mere cult and dismissed by many. However, it was established under great endurance and became a big force that influenced the American culture. Through Hip-hop music pioneers including Grandmaster Flash and Furious five were able to produce the message about these rotten cities (Rossinow, 2015). The record also captured other cultural artifacts of the period and the desperation of black people’s lives in urban areas during the Ronald Reagans ruling in America.
The chorus of the song provides a detailed description of the many ways through which the life of people in these cities have been pushed and the poor condition of ghetto life. The main message of the song is money. They say you have to have money in this world of milk and honey.  Hip-hop provided an expression of the dominating market ideas in America during the Reagan Era. Without the authentic economic opportunity to support people’s livelihoods, the majority of the urban youths had to hustle for cash through smuggling, scrambling, pickpocketing, peddling among other illegal activities (Green, 2015).
Although most of the Hip-hop music vividly expressed that the American pop culture produced most influential critiques of Ronald Reagan's plans for future of America, some of the songs such as “Born in the U.S.A” and “The Message” were not so typical about that particular time. Most of the 1980s songs were at high degree likely to appreciate and uphold Ronald Reagan’s roles than criticize his work. Reagan was popular for the better part of his presidency. Pop culture played a better part of his popularity with its large part reflecting the Americans admiration of their president and how he viewed the world. “The Message “was another song that had some impact on the American culture during Reagan’s Era. This song, however, did not rule over the hip-hop industry. The glory of hip-hop was merely attributed to its emphasizes towards social activism as it was towards materialism (Green, 2015).
The rap pioneers also went ahead to sign a contract with the German footwear dominators since most of their music was focused on appreciating women, good cars, sneakers and bring brings. President Reagan and his administration were not in full appreciation of the cultural attributes of hip-hop, but he appreciated the fact that the rappers endorsed a personal, competitive and materialist aspects which complemented Reagan’ worldview.  The American culture was productive as it generated ideologies apart from Hip-hop music of Reaganism. For instance, “Material Girl was a hit that saw Madonna to a top position in pop music. The hit emphasized much on material acquisition. The value for material wealth demonstrated by Madonna was so much higher than those that ever existed (Green, 2015).
The lyrics of pop music continued to shift and reflected the shift in most of the young Americans values and priorities. During the period, it was dangerous for rappers to make a broad generalization about a whole group of people and thus, rappers had to be careful about the same. Most of the young Americans in the 1980s were unlikely to like Reagan’s values (Green, 2015).
As rap generation culture continued to shift, Reagan became the political symbol symbolizing the destruction of inner American cities. By 1990s American public was aware of the sources of crack epidemics although not the whole of it. Rappers such as Andre through their rapping created the awareness that these communities had been trapped. Of much concern was the fact that the cracks had only been introduced in the black and Hispanic communities. This led to the production of other songs addressing and criticizing the situation. (Alliance, 2014).
Conclusion
    Ronald Reagan Era formed the bases for most Hip-Hop music and rap culture. Whether this was right or not is a question that is open for debate, but by ignoring the poor minority groups in the 1980s was a huge mistake that ruined his legacy. With increase and advancement of the rapping industry, and the influence rap music continued to gain, all artists were against Reagan and were more focused on challenging his governance and his conservative ideologies rather than uphold them.
    Even today, rap music has been used by most of the American rappers to express their opinions, feelings and fight against oppression. The role of Reagan still plays an important part in today’s rap. For instance, rapper Killer Mike released an album called “Reagan” which unapologetically, criticizes the role of Reagan administration in making the black communities unstable and how the American government watched with no attempt to fix the problems.
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